It is great honour and responsibility to take over the role of Editor-in-Chief of Neurological Sciences starting from the present issue.
Our renowned and recognized journal is published on behalf of the Italian Neurological Society, the preeminent Italian provider of neurological knowledge contributing to educating generations of neuroscientists for over a century.
Founded in 1979, Neurological Sciences tremendously developed over the years through the invaluable work of outstanding neurologists such as the Editors in Chief Renato Boeri (1979 Boeri ( -1993 and Giuliano Avanzini (1993 Avanzini ( -2011 who brought the journal to worldwide establishment and recognition within the scientific community.
Journal contents are distributed globally via SpringerLink the online platform of the journal's Publisher, making articles accessible and searchable to an extended global community, thus expanding their usage and taking them into areas that would have been otherwise out of reach.
Through agreements with nearly 400 international library consortia, as well as through a progressive development strategy in emerging markets such as China, India and developing countries, Neurological Sciences reaches nearly 8,000 institutions, increasing awareness, impact, readership and online usage of published articles. This massive dissemination of contents has contributed to attract new papers that grew tremendously in number over the past few years: articles submitted in 2011 were more than 700 (twice as much as those submitted in 2010) and had mainly an international authorship if compared with previous years.
Over the past few weeks, I became aware of the commitment I have as Editor-in-chief to further develop the journal: we aim at even more increasing the overall quality of the journal and its impact factor by publishing cutting edge topics to best serve the international scientific community; improve the peer-review process in order to reduce the time from submission to acceptance/rejection granting authors a prompt and authoritative final disposition on their work; introduce new graphical elements to make the journal more attractive and to have a more appealing layout; introduce a new section titled Highlights, giving the readers insight into the most interesting topics treated within the journal issue.
We have already made some editorial changes: case reports will be considered only as Letters to Editor; the already accepted case reports will be still published in the next few issues in this form. Starting from this issue, the journal will have a new cover with new colours, a more modern graphic but with the same brain image by Leonardo da Vinci that was previously present.
I take the opportunity to thank the reviewers who worked for the journal in 2011; the quality of Neurological Sciences depends on the qualified and timely collaboration of busy scientists devoting part of their time to review the submitted articles.
I look forward to cooperate with the Associate Editors and the Editorial Board members of the journal as well as with the Scientific Committee of the Italian Neurological Society and with Springer, which I acknowledge in advance. I am convinced that all our efforts will be rewarded by a constantly increasing interest in Neurological Science from both the Italian and the international neurological community.
